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the participants in those interactions to lis-
ten, concur, question, and dissent with rea-
son and compassion; 

Whereas students who participate in 
speech and debate have chosen a challenging 
activity that requires regular practice, dedi-
cation, and hard work; 

Whereas teachers and coaches of speech 
and debate devote in-school, afterschool, and 
weekend hours to equip students with life- 
changing skills and opportunities; 

Whereas National Speech and Debate Edu-
cation Day emphasizes the lifelong impact of 
providing people of the United States with 
the confidence and preparation to both dis-
cern and share views; 

Whereas National Speech and Debate Edu-
cation Day acknowledges that most achieve-
ments, celebrations, commemorations, and 
pivotal moments in modern history begin, 
end, or are crystallized with public address; 

Whereas National Speech and Debate Edu-
cation Day recognizes that learning to re-
search, construct, and present an argument 
is integral to personal advocacy, social 
movements, and the making of public policy; 

Whereas the National Speech & Debate As-
sociation, in conjunction with national and 
local partners, honors and celebrates the im-
portance of speech and debate through Na-
tional Speech and Debate Education Day; 
and 

Whereas National Speech and Debate Edu-
cation Day emphasizes the importance of 
speech and debate education and the integra-
tion of speech and debate education across 
grade levels and disciplines: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 1, 2019, as ‘‘National 

Speech and Debate Education Day’’; 
(2) strongly affirms the purposes of Na-

tional Speech and Debate Education Day; 
and 

(3) encourages educational institutions, 
businesses, community and civic associa-
tions, and all people of the United States to 
celebrate and promote National Speech and 
Debate Education Day. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 77—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF FEB-
RUARY 16 THROUGH 23, 2019, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL FFA WEEK,’’ RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANT ROLE 
OF THE NATIONAL FFA ORGANI-
ZATION IN DEVELOPING YOUNG 
LEADERS, AND CELEBRATING 50 
YEARS OF FEMALE MEMBER-
SHIP IN THE NATIONAL FFA OR-
GANIZATION 
Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. YOUNG, 

Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. 
KING, Mr. CARPER, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. 
JONES, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Ms. STABENOW, Ms. SMITH, 
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. RISCH, Mr. MORAN, 
Mr. BRAUN, Ms. COLLINS, Mrs. CAPITO, 
Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRUZ, 
Mr. TILLIS, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. KENNEDY, 
Mr. INHOFE, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. ROUNDS, 
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. BLUNT, 
Mr. WICKER, Mr. ENZI, Ms. ERNST, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. 
ALEXANDER, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. DAINES, 
and Mr. ROMNEY) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 77 

Whereas Future Farmers of America (FFA) 
was established in 1928 and is now known as 
the National FFA Organization; 

Whereas the National FFA Organization is 
comprised of more than 8,500 chapters in all 
50 States, Puerto Rico, the United States 
Virgin Islands, and Washington, D.C.; 

Whereas more than 650,000 students in sec-
ondary schools, community and technical 
colleges, and universities are members of the 
National FFA Organization; 

Whereas 2019 marks 50 years of female 
membership in the National FFA Organiza-
tion; 

Whereas the National FFA Organization 
welcomes students with diverse back-
grounds; 

Whereas the mission of the National FFA 
Organization is to develop the potential of 
students for premier leadership, personal 
growth, and career success through agricul-
tural education; 

Whereas, through classroom education and 
hands-on work experience, the National FFA 
Organization prepares students for college 
and a broad range of careers, including more 
than 255 careers in agriculture; 

Whereas members of the National FFA Or-
ganization strengthen their communities 
through service and by preparing the next 
generation of leaders to meet agricultural 
challenges; and 

Whereas members of the National FFA Or-
ganization will celebrate National FFA 
Week during the week of February 16 
through 23, 2019: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates February 16 through 23, 2019, 

as ‘‘National FFA Week’’; 
(2) recognizes the important role of the Na-

tional FFA Organization in developing 
young leaders and providing educational and 
career opportunities to students; and 

(3) celebrates 50 years of female member-
ship in the National FFA Organization. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 4—PROVIDING FOR A COR-
RECTION IN THE ENROLLMENT 
OF H.J. RES. 31 

Mr. SHELBY submitted the following 
concurrent resolution; which was con-
sidered and agreed to: 

S. CON. RES. 4 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That, in the enroll-
ment of the joint resolution H.J. Res. 31, the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives shall 
amend the long title so as to read: ‘‘Making 
consolidated appropriations for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2019, and for other 
purposes.’’. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 5—SUPPORTING THE LOCAL 
RADIO FREEDOM ACT 

Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr. 
HEINRICH, Mr. BOOZMAN, Ms. COLLINS, 
and Mr. UDALL) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation: 

S. CON. RES. 5 

Whereas the United States enjoys broad-
casting and sound recording industries that 
are the envy of the world due to the sym-
biotic relationship that has existed among 
these industries for many decades; 

Whereas, for nearly a century, Congress 
has rejected repeated calls by the recording 
industry to impose a performance fee on 
local radio stations for simply playing music 
on the radio, as such a fee would upset the 
mutually beneficial relationship between 
local radio and the recording industry; 

Whereas local radio stations provide free 
publicity and promotion to the recording in-
dustry and performers of music in the form 
of radio airplay, interviews with performers, 
introduction of new performers, concert pro-
motions, and publicity that promotes the 
sale of music, concert tickets, ring tones, 
music videos, and associated merchandise; 

Whereas committees in the Senate and the 
House of Representatives have previously re-
ported that ‘‘the sale of many sound record-
ings and the careers of many performers 
have benefitted considerably from airplay 
and other promotional activities provided by 
both noncommercial and advertiser-sup-
ported, free over-the-air broadcasting’’; 

Whereas local radio broadcasters provide 
tens of thousands of hours of essential local 
news and weather information during times 
of national emergencies and natural disas-
ters, as well as public affairs programming, 
sports, and hundreds of millions of dollars 
worth of time for public service announce-
ments and local fund raising efforts for wor-
thy charitable causes, all of which are jeop-
ardized if local radio stations are forced to 
divert revenues to pay for a new performance 
fee; 

Whereas there are many thousands of local 
radio stations that will suffer severe eco-
nomic hardship if any new performance fee is 
imposed, as will many other small businesses 
that play music, including bars, restaurants, 
retail establishments, sports and other en-
tertainment venues, shopping centers, and 
transportation facilities; and 

Whereas the hardship that would result 
from a new performance fee would hurt busi-
nesses in the United States and ultimately 
the consumers in the United States who rely 
on local radio for news, weather, and enter-
tainment, and such a performance fee is not 
justified when the current system has pro-
duced the most prolific and innovative 
broadcasting, music, and sound recording in-
dustries in the world: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress should 
not impose any new performance fee, tax, 
royalty, or other charge— 

(1) relating to the public performance of 
sound recordings on a local radio station for 
broadcasting sound recordings over the air; 
or 

(2) on any business for the public perform-
ance of sound recordings on a local radio sta-
tion broadcast over the air. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 190. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. MENEN-
DEZ (for himself and Mr. RISCH)) proposed an 
amendment to the concurrent resolution S. 
Con. Res. 1, calling for credible, transparent, 
and safe elections in Nigeria, and for other 
purposes. 

SA 191. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. MENEN-
DEZ (for himself and Mr. RISCH)) proposed an 
amendment to the concurrent resolution S. 
Con. Res. 1, supra. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 190. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 

MENENDEZ (for himself and Mr. RISCH)) 
proposed an amendment to the concur-
rent resolution S. Con. Res. 1, calling 
for credible, transparent, and safe elec-
tions in Nigeria, and for other pur-
poses; as follows: 

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-
sert the following: ‘‘That Congress— 

(1) reaffirms the commitment of the 
United States to supporting peace and de-
mocracy in Nigeria; 
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